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Wisconsin has a well-known reputation for brutally cold winters and steamy summers 

coupled with dramatic autumns and splendid springs. Naturally, this brings challenges 

not only for people, but for plants to successfully endure in their environment.  

Despite these seasons, roses have remained a staple for many homeowners who have 

planted them in gardens and flower beds for centuries, proving they can withstand Mother Nature’s fury.  

However, roses also have notoriety for needing tedious care.  

A more recent demand for plants that require minimal maintenance has taken center stage. Roses have been 

no exception to this trend and a recent demand for roses with less upkeep has emerged, especially for roses 

that laugh at the worst of Wisconsin’s weather and perform well with little help on the gardener’s part.  

The American Rose Trial for Sustainability® (A.R.T.S.®) has been at the pinnacle of this endeavor and currently 

boasts two trial sites in the Badger State. One located at Boerner Botanical Gardens, near Milwaukee, and the 

other at Green Bay Botanical Garden located just a few miles from Lambeau Field in Green Bay.  

The story of A.R.T.S.®  

Initiated in 2012, A.R.T.S.® is a non-profit with a mission- “To identify, through regional evaluation and testing 

under low-input conditions, the most disease- and pest-resistant, hardiest, and most garden-worthy rose 

cultivars, and to provide objective, accurate and reliable information about the cultivars tested for each region 

to industry professionals and the gardening public.”  With trialing protocols developed by university scientists 

with years of experience conducting rose research and participation from aditional stakeholder groups (i.e.  

public garden professionals, gardening public, and industry), A.R.T.S.® has become the go independent voice 

for roses. To learn more about the program, please visit www.trustedroses.org. Things that set the program apart 

include: 

http://www.trustedroses.org/


-Award-winning roses are determined by region.  

-How roses win regional awards is transparant- The trial rose needs to score equal to or better than the average 

of the two industry standards planted with them (Double Knock Out® and Sunrise Sunset™) and have greater 

than 50% of the plants surviving at the end of the trial.  

-Roses are grown under low input conditions and data is collected monthly during the growing season.  

-Plants are well spaced and the multiple plants of each entry are randomized throughout the beds for greater 

scientific validity.  

Wisconsin’s Trial Sites 

The A.R.T.S.® program includes over a dozen trial sites throughout the 

continental United States and represents a wide range of growing 

conditions. The Köppen Climate Region system is used to designate regions. 

This is a system also used by ecologists that takes into account both 

temperature and precipitation patterns.  

The state of Wisconsin primarily resides in the Dfb climate region (Humid 

Continental (cool summer)) with the southern tip of Wisconsin residing in the 

Dfa climate region (Humid Continental (warm summer)). However, both the 

Boerner and the Green Bay sites are in the Dfb region.  

The Green Bay Botanical Garden began its rose trialing journey with Zach 

Steeno, a University of Wisconsin-River Falls student. Steeno introduced the 

Earth-Kind® Rose Trials (a longer-term trial with similar criteria to A.R.T.S.®) to 

the garden in 2011 as a project for his summer internship. This sparked further 

interest from Dr. David Zlesak, Zach Steeno’s professor at UW-River Falls, to later host a northern site for a group 

of own-root hybrid tea, floribunda and grandiflora roses that were also being trialed at a site in Texas.  

Pictured above: various roses on 

display at Green Bay Botanical Garden 



The team at Boerner Botanical Gardens had been working with Kathy 

Zuzek from the University of Minnesota on an Earth-Kind® Hydrangea Trial. 

Once that trial ended, Zlesak suggested the American Rose Trial for 

Sustainability® as a replacement for that space in 2018. The only concern 

was the space itself. There wasn’t additional room at Boerner to create 

additional beds in order to host simultaneous A.R.T.S.® plantings. New roses 

are entered each year and each planting is in the ground for two years. 

Partnering with Green Bay Botanical Garden to obtain roses alternating 

years and each garden following just one group of roses through their two 

year cycle at a time was the perfect solution.  

How the Trial Happens 

The trial itself operates the same in both botanical 

gardens. A plot of land is used that is relatively uniform 

and provides ample sunlight (>8 hours of sun a day). The 

roses arrive from various nurseries throughout the United 

States typically in April. In total, 120 roses (one set of 60 

plants are at Boerner, and the other 60 at Green Bay) 

are present across the two garends. They are planted 

using carefully aligned and spaced rows. The beds are 

mulched and watered to help the roses root in well and 

become established.  

These roses go through the ringer! Nutrition is supplied by compost preplant if the 

natural organic matter isn’t high enough and a slowly decomposing layer of 

replenished organic mulch. The roses don’t receive additional fertilizing, winter 

protection or pesticide treatments. Each rose is adorned with a label 

displaying an A.R.T.S.® generated code number. That secret code becomes 

the rose’s identity at all the trial sites- making A.R.T.S.® a true, blind trial. The breeder or company that entered 

them and their cultivar name, if determined, is blinded to evaluators at the trial sites.   

Pictured above: A.R.T.S. trial grounds 

at Green Bay Botanical Garden  

Pictured above: Trial grounds at Boerner 
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Pictured above: Tulips on display at 

Boerner Botanical Gardens  



Next, the expert evaluators come in to observe the sixty roses at each garden. 

They look at the roses and measure their overall size, shape, blooms, and disease 

and pest resistance. The evaluators are currently Lee Hansen and Ashley Barkow at 

Green Bay Botanical Garden and Jessica Cloninger at Boerner 

Botanical Gardens. They rate the roses once a month from May 

through October. Cloninger typically collects data at Boerner with 

two volunteers, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, she worked 

with two horticulture interns last year instead. 

Hansen, Barkow and Cloninger follow the 

detailed evaluation protocol and their 

expert evaluations comprise a slice of the 

overall data that the A.R.T.S.® program 

receives from sites in the Dfb region to determine winning roses (e.g. Dilworth, MN is an 

additional site). Once the roses’ two-year timeframe in the gardens expire, they are 

unearthed. Some roses are easily identifiable due to their unique characterics, while 

other roses have not yet graced the market. With permission from the breeders, many 

of the commercially available entries are relocated to other parts of the gardens and 

labeled with their cultivar name. A fresh batch of A.R.T.S.® roses will take their place 

and the cycle continues.  

Roses that require minimal maintenance, such as the winners from the A.R.T.S.® trial, 

offer a unique way to enhanse sustainabilty in gardens. These roses typically require 

minimal watering once established, which will reduce water consumption and they 

typically do not need pesticide sprays. This will not only save money but also benefit 

critters that could be caught in the crosshairs of chemical sprays in the garden. The 

A.R.T.S.® program doesn’t permit fungicides or other pesticides during the trial and 

winning roses have demonstrated their disease and pest tolerance/resistance.  

During the growing season, A.R.T.S.® trial roses do not receive any pruning and the top performers continue to 

flower without deadheading. Roses are pruned just to remove winterkilled canes in the spring of the second 

Pictured below: Rose Garden 

at Boerner Botanical Garden 

during the winter 

Pictured above: Lux Foundation Upper 

Rose Garden at Green Bay Botanical 

Garden  



year. Lack of summer pruning allows plants to display their natural form and also observe if ornamental fruits 

(hips) are produced. The use of moderate nutrition through organic matter and lack of typical fertilizer during 

the A.R.T.S.® trial helps the plants shut down naturally before winter and enhanses soil microbial health. All these 

parameters to the trial helps recognize those roses that are truly low-maintenance. People can have 

confidence that with basic plant care, they should have a high likelihood of success with their regional A.R.T.S.® 

winners as pursue and enjoy sustainable rose growing.  

Visitors encouraged to the gardens 

Boerner Botanical Gardens and Green Bay Botanical Garden are great resources for the horticulture industry 

and greater gardening community. Please stop by to see the A.R.T.S.® trials and many of the winning rose 

cultivars located in the main rose gardens first hand, as well as cultivars of many other plant species growing 

here in our region. Additionally, we welcome people to glean design ideas from the gardens and participate in 

our educational and volunteer programs.  

For more information about hours, directions, classes, membership, admission, and specific gardens at each 

location, please check out our websites. 

Green Bay Botanical Garden  https://gbbg.org/ 

Boerner Botanical Gardens https://boernerbotanicalgardens.org/  

We look forward to seeing you this summer at the gardens!   

  

https://gbbg.org/
https://boernerbotanicalgardens.org/


A.R.T.S.® Dfb Winning Roses (2022 winning roses are in red) 

At Last™ (‘HORcogjill’)- This healthy, compact floribunda bears clusters of sweetly 

fragrant double apricot blooms throughout the growing season. Introduced by Spring 

Meadow Nursery and the Proven Winners® program. 

Brindabella Purple Prince™ (‘GRAppl’)- Large, double, high centered, 

purple blooms emit a rich citrus-like scent. This floribunda has a dense 

mounded plant habit. Introduced by Dig Plant Company. 

Coral Knock Out® (‘RADral’)- Clusters of warm peachy-orange blooms 

are borne abundantly throughout the season on this full and 

mounded shrub rose. The vibrant flower color is offset well by foliage 

that starts out red and matures to a rich green. Introduced by Star® 

Roses and Plants.  

Easy on the Eyes™ (‘WEKswechefy’)- Abundant clusters of creamy-

white, semi-double blooms open revealing rich purple centers. This 

healthy shrub rose has a pleasant fragrance. Introduced by Weeks 

Roses. 

Flower Carpet® Pink Supreme (‘NOA168098F’)- Massive clusters of 

double hot-pink blooms are produced on vigorous, spreading plants. 

This shrub rose has glossy foliage. Introduced by Anthony Tesselaar 

Plants. 

Head Over Heels™ (‘BAIeels’) - Very double light lavender to pink             

blooms cover this compact healthy shrub rose throughout the season. The blooms have a 

sweet fragrance. Introduced by Bailey Nurseries. 



Highwire Flyer™ (‘RADwire’)- This very vigorous, yet relatively compact and densely 

growing climbing rose produces a wealth of semi-double to double hot pink blooms. 

Introduced by Star® Roses and Plants.  

Icecap™ ('MEIradena') Introduced by Star® Roses and Plants and 

bred as a cooperative effort by Meilland International of France 

and American William Radler (breeder of the Knockout® rose),  

this rose has superior disease resistance, crisp clean linen white 

color and classic flower form.  

Look-A-Likes® Apple Dapple ('MEIplumty') is a spreading shrub 

rose with large masses of blush-pink, single blooms.  Bred by 

Meilland International in France and introduced by Star® Roses 

and Plants.  

Look-A-Likes® BougainFeelYa ('MEIckinava') is a compact, 

spreading shrub rose with vibrant red single blloms.  Bred by 

Meilland International in France and introduced by Star® Roses 

and Plants.  

Miracle on the Hudson® (‘Bartholomew’)- Mounded, well-

branched plants produce single velvety red blooms with 

bright golden stamens.  New foliage growth on this shrub rose starts out a deep 

shade of burgundy, turning green as it matures.  Introduced by Certified Roses.  

Music Box™ (‘BAIbox’)- Each multicolored bloom is distinct 

as the buttercream colored petals transition to warm pink in 

sunlight.  This shrub rose has glossy foliage and plants are 

symmetrical and floriferous. Introduced by Bailey Nurseries.  



Oso Easy® Double Pink (‘MEIriftday’)- Clusters of double, medium-pink blooms 

cover this low growing shrub rose throughout the season. It grows wider than tall 

and makes a great front of the border ground 

cover. Introduced by Spring Meadow Nursery. 

Peachy Knock Out® ('RADgor') Bred by William 

Radler, and introduced by Star® Roses and Plants.  

As many have come to expect from the Knock 

Out® series of roses, Peachy Knock Out® has 

superior disease resistance. It has beautiful shell 

pink blooms with yellow centers and nice open 

flower form.  

Petaluma Cover® Towne & Country® (‘POUltc004’) is 

a compact, spreading shrub rose with semi-

double, vibrant, orange-pink blooms.  Bred by 

Pernille and Mogens Nyegaard Olesen of Poulsen 

Roses in Denmark. 

Peppermint Pop™ (‘RADcarn’)- Very double 

multicolored blooms of cream through deep pink 

are generously produced on this mounded shrub 

rose.  Introduced by Star® Roses and Plants.  

Phloxy Baby™ (‘RADcleome’)- This compact and 

densely branched shrub rose delivers an abundance of petite single, soft-pink 

blooms. Small scarlet hips add fall and winter interest.  Introduced by Star® Roses 

and Plants. 

 



Pink Freedom™ (‘WEKpumpahor’) - Captivatingly fragrant, double, pink blooms 

open flat to reveal yellow stamens and rise atop this healthy, vigorous shrub rose. 

Introduced by Weeks Roses. 

Pinkerbelle™ (‘MEIvanae’)– Flushes of delightfully 

fragrant, double, multi-toned pink to soft lavender 

flowers are produced throughout the season on 

this healthy hybrid tea. Introduced by Star® Roses 

and Plants.  

Raspberry Kiss™ (‘CHEwsumsigns’)- Clusters of 

single soft-pink blooms open to display a rich 

raspberry-pink eye framing golden stamens.  This 

shrub rose has a spreading habit and the leaves 

are glossy. Introduced by Certified Rose. 

Screaming Neon Red™ ('BAIneon') is an 

introduction from Bailey Nurseries. The vibrant 

neon-red single blooms have curiously wavy 

edges and bright golden stamens.  The leaves on 

this vigorous shrub rose are thick and leathery 

and typically display good fall color.   

The Champion™ Sunblush Rose (‘MEItitka’)- 

This wildly colorful, healthy shrub rose bears 

loads of single yellow blooms that transition 

to pink as they age. The mixture of newly opened yellow and older pink 

blooms is stunning. Introduced by Greenleaf Nursery Company. 

 



The Grand Champion™ Red Rose (‘MEImacota’)- Healthy, glossy, dark green 

foliage provides perfect backdrop for the double, 

round red blooms of this robust shrub rose.. 

Introduced by Greenleaf Nursery Company. 

True Bloom™ True Grace™ (‘P1102P’)- Blush-pink 

double blooms are contrasted well by the dark 

attractive foliage. The large high-centered blooms 

are born by sturdy stems on a medium sized shrub. 

Introduced by Altman Plants.  

True Integrity™ (‘LIMbird’) Introduced by Altman 

Plants and bred by Ping Lim,  the bright salmon 

double blooms of this floribunda stand out against 

the backdrop of its dark green glossy foliage.   

True Bloom™ True Love™ (‘ALTcaptain’)- Bright red, 

very double, round blooms cover this dense, low 

growing, healthy floribunda. Bred by Ping Lim and 

introduced by Altman Plants.  

True Passion™ ('LIM10') Introduced by Altman 

Plants and bred by Ping Lim, this rose has 

superior disease resistance and amazing color 

and flower form.   

True Bloom™ True Romance™ (‘P9574P’)- Very 

full warm-pink blooms are complimented by the 

vibrant green foliage of this vigorous shrub rose. 

Introduced by Altman Plants. 

 


