
DATCP NURSERY NEWSLETTER 

PO Box 8911 
2811 Agriculture Drive  
Madison, WI 53718 

 https://datcp.wi.gov
DATCPnursery@wi.gov
 (608) 224-4572

Additional Resources 

National Plant Board 
Plant Protection Laws & 
Regulations by State 
www.nationalplantboard.org/
laws 

Wisconsin Pest Bulletin 
Weekly pest and disease 
updates during the growing 
season 
http://pestbulletin.wi.gov  

Wisconsin Pollinator  
Protection Plan 
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/
Programs_Services/
PollinatorProtection.aspx 

USDA Christmas Tree Pest 
Manual 3rd Edition https://

www.fs.usda.gov/naspf/
publications/christmas-
tree-pest-manual-third-edition 

DriftWatch 
Online registry for specialty 
crop growers 
www.driftwatch.org 

DNR Invasive Species Rule - 
NR 40 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/
Invasives/classification.html 

Slow The Spread Gypsy 
Moth trap counts 
www.gmsts.org 

UW Extension  
Horticulture 
http://hort.uwex.edu/ 

First Detector Program 
http://firstdetector.org 

Systems Approach to  
Nursery Certification (SANC) 
http://
sanc.nationalplantboard.org 

Shipping and Exporting 

AGRICULTURAL  RESOURCE MANAGEMENT  D IV IS ION -  P LANT  INDUSTRY  BUREAU  

FOR  NURSERY GROWERS ,  NURSERY  DEALERS  AND CHRISTMAS  TREE GROWERS 

Current quarantine map for Gypsy Moth 
**Proposed additions to quarantine 

hashed in, expected  
effective date  

March 2021 ** 

Quarantine Co. 

Proposed for 
quarantine 

     If shipping stock from a quarantined county 
into a non-quarantined county (either in Wiscon-
sin or to another state), that stock must be free of 
regulated pests and diseases.  For out-of-
quarantine movement you may need a State or 
Federal Compliance Agreement (CA), Plant Health 
Certificate (PHC) or a Phytosanitary Certificate.  
      When shipping to another state or country, the 
destination location typically requires documenta-
tion that the plants or plant products have been 
inspected and certified as free of injurious insects 
or diseases. The certification may be issued 
through either DATCP or USDA-APHIS. 
      If inspectors detect gypsy moth on or near 
your stock, you may receive a treatment letter.  
Please be sure to promptly return treatment rec-
ords, and follow guidelines to ensure that you are 
using an approved treatment method and timing 
treatment to effectively reduce pest risk. 
     NOTE: Quarantines are subject to change, view 
current quarantine maps on the DATCP website. 

Plant Regulatory Changes Impact Nurseries, Christmas Trees and Forest Products 
     USDA-APHIS removed the federal quarantines 
for pine shoot beetle (PSB) on 11/02/20, and Em-
erald Ash Borer (EAB) on 01/14/21.  PSB was de-
regulated as it did not prove to be as detrimental 
as initially believed. In the case of EAB, regulations 
ultimately did not prevent its spread, and  the 
program is transitioning to management, such as 
rearing and releasing biological controls.  As a 
result of the federal deregulation of PSB and EAB, 
some states may enact exterior quarantines.   

     Gypsy moth quarantine regulations still apply 
to regulated articles, depending on where they 
are harvested and shipped.  Also, Eau Claire and 
Richland Counties will be added to the gypsy moth 
quarantine this winter.  This means, it’s important 
to check National Plant Board regulatory summar-
ies (https://nationalplantboard.org/laws-and-
regulations/) for each state where you plan to 
ship, or ask your inspector before shipping stock 
interstate.  
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      The Farm Center at DATCP 
is part of a multi-state effort to 
provide education, resources 
and support to farmers, agri-
culture service professionals 
and mental health care provid-
ers to mitigate farm stress and 
reduce suicide risk in rural 
communities. The multi-state 
initiative will expand access to 
financial, stress management 
and mental health resources 
for farmers and stakeholders.  
     In partnership with UW Ex-
tension, the Farm Center will 
create farmer focus groups, 

develop mental health provid-
er trainings, and support other 
activities focusing on farmer 
mental health. Low prices and 
uncertainty for many primary 
farm and food products over 
the last five years have created 
hardship and stress for many in 
rural communities, and the 
2020 COVID-19 pandemic has 
only compounded those stress 
levels. 
     Since the 1980s, the Farm 
Center has provided farmer 
services including financial and 
business consultation, farm 

succession planning, conflict 
mediation, and consultation 
related to production opportu-
nities and challenges. The Farm 
Center has provided resources 
through several new farmer 
mental health initiatives over 
the past year, including pilot 
programs such as a 24/7 crisis 
hotline (1-888-901-2558), tele-
counseling services, and new 
outreach and education pro-
grams. For more information, 
contact:  
FarmCenter@wisconsin.gov  
1-800-942-2474

The ’Root of the Problem ’ for Long-Term Plant Health  

     When we encounter unhealthy nursery stock, the ultimate cause, or “root of the problem”, can often 
be traced to the root systems. Well-developed root systems are critical for healthy, long-lived plants. 
     Propagation facilities have full control over their efforts to get the best root system possible. For 
those relying on the supply chain, it is important to demand stock with quality root systems. Plug 
production systems vary in the quality of root systems produced. For example, if plug plants are held too 
long, the roots start circling around the edge of the container. Circling roots can grow large enough to 
restrict, or girdle, the growth of nearby roots. Girdling roots create stress through new wounds and the 
interruption of the vascular system, starving the tree and leaving it susceptible to pests and diseases. 
Bare-root transplants have root systems close to what a seedling in the wild will produce. For taproot-
dominated species, bare-root stock often has deep root systems that can lead to transplanting failures. 
     Field b&b stock requires a tree spade to dig up the root systems for transplanting.  Root systems that 
are too deep, especially in taproot-dominated species, experience significant root loss during the 
digging process. This significant loss can leave the tree with an inadequate root system that decreases 
the likelihood of establishment and survival. In addition, planting depth is critical to consider when 
transplanting. Often, when pulling up failed transplants, it is evident that many were planted too 
deep. Roots are designed to live in soil; trunk tissue is adapted to live above ground.  When planted too 
deep, stems often are susceptible to fungal invasion. If the plant does manage to survive, adventitious 
roots form at the soil line and often girdle the trunk. 
     There are many benefits to investing in high-quality root systems: a quicker turnaround time on the 
crop, less stress-induced pest and disease problems, greater success for the consumer, and long-term 
ecosystem benefits. It is amazing how long a tree is able to survive with a less than optimal root system, 
but given the chance to do it better from the start, why not consider addressing the “root of the 
problem”! 

Licensing and Inspection Numbers from 2020 

 There were 586 nursery grower, 1,189 nursery dealer and 374 Christmas tree grower licenses issued. Of 
these, there were 53 new nursery grower, 108 new nursery dealer and 37 new Christmas tree grower 
licenses issued. 

 48 nursery grower, 61 nursery dealer and 30 Christmas tree grower licenses marked out of business. 

 No nursery growers, 4 nursery dealers and no Christmas tree growers had expired licenses and did not 
renew. 

 336 of the 850 (39%) fields of licensed nursery growers were inspected this year.  

 436 of the 2,423 (18%) licensed nursery dealer sites were inspected this year. 

 449 of the 856 (57%) fields of licensed Christmas tree growers were inspected this year. 

Upcoming Events  

January 11-14 
Northern Green Virtual 
http://northerngreen.org/ 
 

January 12-13 
WNLA Virtual Season Startup 
https://wnla.net 
 

February 3-4 
iLandscape365: Virtual  
www.ilandscapeshow.com 
 

February 20-21 
WPT Garden Expo - Virtual Experience 
www.wigardenexpo.com 
 

February 21-23 
Wisconsin Arborist Association 
WAA/DNR Virtual Conference 
www.waa-isa.org 
 

July 20-22 
Farm Technology Days 
www.wifarmtechnologydays.com 
 

July  
WI Turfgrass Association Field Day 
https://wisconsinturfgrassassociation.org 
 

August 
IGC Show 
www.igcshow.com 
 

WCTPA Summer Field Day & Tradeshow 
www.christmastrees-wi.org 
 

CFGW Field Day 
www.cfgw.org 
 

September 
Where Ecology Meets Economy 
www.sewisc.org 

 

 
Selling Wholesale to Landscapers? 
     If you sell more than $250 worth of 
woody or herbaceous perennial nursery 
stock to a landscaper, he/she also needs 
to have a nursery license.  Many growers 
sell stock at the wholesale price only to 
other licensed growers and dealers.  Visit 
our website to see the list of current 
nursery license holders.  
     Email DATCPnursery@wi.gov to re-
quest free brochures on the nursery li-
cense program to help spread the word 
about nursery licensing. 

We want to hear from you!  Please take this short survey to let us know 
how we’re doing and how we can improve.  http://bit.ly/2S2PrPf 

Access this Newsletter online at: https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/NurseryAndChristmasTreeLicensing.aspx 

STAY CONNECTED 
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